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FOREWORD 
By HAROLD G. KRUSE, President, CNRA 

Passage by the United States Congress in 1954 of Public Law 399, 
commonly known as the Termination Bill for the  1enominee Indian 
Tribe, has served to focus much attention on this tribe of Wisconsin In -
dians. This bill, which would end federal supervision over the Men-
rominees as of December ,'.31, 1958, poses a number of serious problems 
for both the tribe and the State of Wisconsin. 

That our state officials are aware of the importance of these prob-
lems is shown by Governor Koh1er's appointment of a Legislative Com-
mittee on Indian Affairs and by the comprehensive studies being made 
on the Reservation at the present time. A number of other groups have 
also shown an adive interest in aiding the Menominees. Among these 
have been the Governor's Commission on Human Rights, the League of 
Women Voters, the Wisconsin Taxpayers' Alliance, the recently organiz-
ed Citizens Committee for the Menominees, and other ,church, civic, 
and conservation organizations, including the Citizens Natura'1 Re-
sources Association. This booklet is CNRA'S contribution toward help-
ing to promote a better understanding of, and a greater appreciation 
for the Menominees-their past history and current problems. It is 
hoped that those who read it will use the information contained herein 
as a basis for judging Menominee legislation during the 1957 and fol-
lowing sessions of the Wisconsin Legislature, and that it will place them 
in a better position to advise their Assemblymen and Senators on such 
legislation. 

The U.S. Congress and President Eisenhower have shown an aware-
ness of their responsibilities toward the Menominees by passage, in the 
84th Congress, of H.R. 9280 and H.R. 6228 which require, respectively, 
that the plan for the tribe's future government provide protection of 
the forest on a sustained yield basis, and of the water, soil, fish, and 
wildlife as well; and that Federal funds be appropriated to meet the 
costs of expert assistance required by the tribe in preparing its plan. 
It is now up to the Menominees themselves and the people of Wisconsin, 
working through our State Legislature, to devise ways and means of 
bringing the tribe into Wisconsin's political and economic set-up with-
out at the same time causing needless disruption of the Menominees' 
way of life or endangering the future of their rich natural resources. 

The record of the white man's treatment of the American Indian 
has, with too few exceptions, not been one to evoke feelings of pride 
or satisfaction in the minds of right-thinking people. The white man 
has often, and with good reason, been accused of having a "forked-
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tongue" in his dealings with the Indians. The Menominees have suffer-
ed their share of mistreatment, although they have fared better than 
most tribes. By helping them to find a satisfactory road to complete 
freedom from both government wardship and the depredations of un-
scrnpU1ous whites, the people of Wisconsin have a wonderful oppor-
tunity to atone for past mistakes and set a good example in restoring to 
these descendants of the first Aanericans a fair measure of the freedom 
and dignity their ancestors once enjoyed. 
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IT HAPPENED IN WISCONSIN 
By PHEBE JEWELL NICHOLS 

(Mrs. Angus F. Lookaround) 

Curator, Angus F. Lookaround Memorial Museum, Keshena, Wisconsin 

"LOOK!", said a reader of a Wisconsin newsipaper the evening of 
November 2nd, 1951, "those lucky Menominees! The Government just 
gave them $8,500,000!! 

Let's see just how 'lucky' those Menominees are, and what about 
that 'gift' from the rich Uncle Sam. 

A significant event in Wisconsin history was the spectacular arrival 
here in 1634 of Jean Nicolet, adventurous emissary of Samuel de Cham-
plain, who had come to America in 1608 as Lieutenant Governor of New 
France. Having founded the first European settlement on the site of 
the present city of Quebec on July third of the same year, Champlain 
,began looking westward to see how he could extend the domain of his 
sovereign, King Henry the Fourth of France, for whom he made exten-
sive journeys of discovery that convinced him of great lands as yet un-
seen far beyond the lordly St. Lawrence. 

Champlain sent the young and eager Nicolet into the forests and 
lake regions to learn the lndian dialects to prepare him for the far jour-
neys, and began, himself, to search out new clues that wou1d open up 
:the way to' that age-old dream of a northwest passage to the East. 

Many Indians were coming down the waterways to trade. From 
:these Champlain learned of a people whose name filled him with great, 
enthusiastic curiosity. Because, as he translated this name from the 
Indian words, it meant 'People of the Sea.' Ah! the sea. That must mean 
the China Sea. And before Champlain's imagination appeared the con-
quests of the Far East and wealth in jewels, spices, silks and jade. 

But Champlain had jumped to conclusions through a maze of 
Indian dialects. He had gotten the words 'sea water' from one that 
means 'salt water' from one that meant 'sulphur water' wh:uch is salty. 
This referred to the salty, smelly sulphur springs of the northern Win-
ne-peg region, now Winnepeg, Canada. It was the early home of an 
off-shoot group of Siouan Indians who called themselves Ochagras ( the 
people), but whom their neighboring Chippewas came to call by the 
Chippewa name of their habitat, Winnepegos, people of the 'evil-
smelling waters.' By Champlain's time these people had come to dwell 
at the foot of the water now named Green Bay and were well known to 
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the northern Crees, Chippewas, and Ottawas. Probably, if Champlain 
had gone farther into the intricacies of Indian nomenclature to the point 
of thinking of these Ochagras as Stinkards ( Puants) as the bland logic 
of the translating narrators indicated or implied, placing the character-
istics of the place upon the person, he might never have sent Nicolet on 
this errand and the Menominees might not have been discovered for 
another hundred years, the Menominees who in 1951 retrieved eight 
million five hundred thousand dollars in a damage suit against the 
United States of America. 

Champlain provided Nicolet with an impressive wardrobe of ex-
quisitely embroidered Mandarin coat and hat with great pistols to salute 
the prospective Oriental trading partners of his present sovereign, King 
Louis the Thirteenth. As Nicolet journeyed on his way with his Indian 
guides who were just looking for their trading pals the Winneba:gos 
and knew nothing of Mandarins, he quite inadvertently discovered 
somebody else whose descendants were to make more history in Wis-
consin than all the other ,visconsin tribes put together. The Jesuit 
Relation of 1640 XVIII, P. 231, records Nicolet as writing, "We enter 
the second freshwater sea (Michigan) upon whose shores are the Ma-
roumine ( a way of writing Menominee)". A 'later historian referred 
to this site as Potowatomi, which it could not have been since there 
were no Potowatomis west of Green Bay at that time. The Menominees 
do have a tradition that Nicolet did visit them, and this should not be 
confused with the visit of Nicholas Perrot in 1667. It is said that 
Nicolet stopped for a short rest there, and to get information as to how 
much farther it was to the home of the People of the Sea. 

Much historical attention was given to Nicolet' s landfall at Red 
Banks, to his greeting by the people who were Winnebagoes and who 
prepared a great feast of hundreds of beavers for the occasion; and a 
noted painting was later made picturing this landfall and now hangs in 
the rotunda of Wisconsin's State Capitol. Though no picture shows the 
'Maroumine' in their large fishing vHlage situated on both banks of what 
is now called the Menominee river at its mouth where the cities of 
Menominee, Michigan and Marinette, Wisconsin now stand, they went 
along about their business of conserving their great wild rice fields 
( their name meant People of the Wild Rice), gathering, and trading the 
popular cereal as far south as the delta of the great Meesi-seepi, of mak-
ing a living and keeping peace with their neighbors. Of this art of 
tending to their own business, history will show the Menominees to 
have been, and now to be, past masters. 

The 3!ge of discovery was followed by the fur trade after the F ·ench 
nobility had seen the glistening beaver robes brought home from the 
New World by the adventurers and could not rest until they too had 
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beaver robes. With the traders came the Jesuit, Capuchin, and Recol-
lect missionaries, and the governments of the nations successively of 
France, Great Britain, and the United States of Almerica, as the White 
Invasion got into full swing. As it smged westward into the Indian lands 
( which each monarch thought he owned by right of discovery or con-
quest) it brought dislocations, maladjustments, uprootings, and misun-
derstandings of all kinds. Through these years the Menominees seem 
to have been able to steer a reasonably even course, with diplomatic 
approach to the newcomers, hospitality to the victims of the Great Dis-
persion, and a determination so grim as to have been proven indestruc-
tible. Concentrated in the Green Bay area and considerably intermar-
ried with the French, they felt the impact of the Indian wars but main-
tained their tribal equilibrium. Living under three flags and having to 
be well aware when one flag came down and another went up and thau 
it required a yet further recognition, if not loyalty, from them, they 
grew to realize that they must breast the combined efforts of the whites 
to push them out of their homelands. Looking upon lands as shared 
more than owned, they were slow to appreciate this tragedy, but they 
were ready when it came, as if gathering about them their deep ethos 
and all their native stamina and patience to endure. 

After the French had invited all the western Indians ( of the Great 
Lakes Region) to remove to Detroit and the Menominees would not go, 
and this concentration policy had failed, and when the fur trade began 
to dwindle and lands were wanted for settlers, the Menominees ap-
proached their time of direst trouble so far. The ordinance of 1787 was 
set up for the Northwest Territory by the new United States of America, 
and the Menominee lands were within what was marked off as the 
Territory of Illinois by 1809. Troubled as they were, they still would 
not unite with Tecumseh in 1810 in his Lost Cause. Their chief Tomah 
,came into prominence when he made the historic speech about his 
hands being unstained by human blood which was doubtless true as he 
was not a War Chief but a Peace Chief. "He (Tomah) concluded that 
he was folly aware of the injustice of ,the Americans in their encroach-
ments upon the lands of the Indians and for them feared its conse-
quences, but that he saw no relief for it in ,going to war." ( Biddle, 
Recollections. Wis. Hist. Colls. I.). In 181,5 the name of La Baye was 
changed to Green Bay when a U.S. trading post was established there. 
The F!rench residents opposed this as there were always more French 
in the region than English. The Menominees, in spite of this opposi-
tion, realized the wisdom of again changing their political allegiance, 
seeing that opposition was futile. In the History of Brown County, 
French says, "The officers visited Tomah, a Menominee chief, whose 
quarters were some half mile distant, and asked his consent to build a 
fort. He replied that they were too strong for him even if he wished 
to oppose them, and added that they might build a fort wherever they 
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Frechette, secretary. Before the first meeting had dosed it was also de-
cided that an "action" committee, now identified as the executive com-
mittee, should be appointed which would have as its primary responsi-
bility the consideration of the basic problems of government, economy, 
and land ownership. The committee which included the two represent-
atives of Shawano and Oconto counties as well as the three officers listed 
above was authorized to employ the additional personnel needed to 
complete the study. It also was encouraged to seek supplementary 
funds for financing the research program. 

Although the study committee is the focal point of the research pro-
gram other Wisconsin governmental agencies have created study groups. 
These will be briefly described so that a more complete picture of the 
total pattern of research being performed by governmental agencies 
will have been presented. They include the University, the Menominee 
Indian Tribal Council, and the two county boards of supervisors. 

In the summer of 1955 President E. B. Fred conferred with a repre-
sentative group of the University departments in order to determine the 
best way the University could assist in the research program. As a re-
sult a committee on Menominee Indian Tribe Problems was created 
having as its chairman, Professor Burton Fisher, and including five ad-
,ditional faculty members-Professor James R. Donoghue, Bureau of 
Government; Professor B. W. Kreitlow, School of Education; Professor 
Robert J.  Muckenhirn, Assistant Director, Agricultural Experiment Sta-
tion; Professor Arthur P. Miles, School of Social Work; and Professor 
Louise Young, School of Home Economics. 

A governmental planning committee was created by the Menominee 
Indian Advisory Council to work with the state research agencies and 
to develop its own study of the integration problem. This committee 
is chairmanned by Hilary Waukau and includes two other members, 
Mrs. Christine Webster and Tony vVaupochick. Similarly a Committee 
on Indian Affairs has been operating for sometime in Oconto county. 
headed by Oscar Sorenson and containing other members of the Oconto 
county board of supervisors. In Shawano county the chairman of the 
board, Arthur Schultz, and members of the advisory committee of the 
Shawano county board of supervisors function as the study committee. 
The Tribe also has established a committee on economic development--
its members are Bernard Grignon, who is treasurer of the tribe, Lucille 
Chapman, and Roy Peterson. 

It should also be mentioned that a business advisory committee has 
been appointed to assist the University with its economic study. This 
advisory committee includes C.  H. Blancher, Roddis Plywood Corpora-
ition, Marchfield; F. J. Dvorak, Marathon Corporation, Menasha; A. E. 
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